Over the Hills Gang ATV Club Meeting Minutes
February 7th, 2026 – 9:30AM

9:30 - Welcome | Pledge of Allegiance – Meeting was called to order by Steve Beneke.

9:32 – Introductions  - Introductions were held with 37 people in attendance.

9:35 – Secretary Report – Motion by Dave T, 2nd by Rod W to approve previous meeting minutes.

9:38 – Treasurer Report – Read by Melissa S. Motion by Steve B, 2nd by Janet D to approve treasurer report.

9:40 - Grant Manager Report - Separate handout – Report was given by Steve B
-Significant reporting changes and records retention are coming to the GIA program for 2026.  More state oversight due to fraud in state programs.  I will have a detailed report on these changes for our March meeting.  This will also include a Bylaws addition regarding a conflict-of-interest clause.  

9:45 – Safety – Update given by Steve B, Cindy T didn’t have anything else to add.
-Our 2026 Youth Safety class is currently planned for Saturday May 2nd. The class will be posted on the MN DNR site in March.

9:48 - Trail Updates – No updates

9:50 – Events – Rod W went through the rough draft of events. Talking about breaking up and holding events at various business. Events committee to finalize 2026 events and present them at the March meeting.
-Fifty Lakes would like to host an event this year. Possibly a season opener ride? Ann Raph will be in attendance to talk about this.
-Event Committee needs new volunteers.
-A rough draft of the 2026 Ride & Event Schedule to discuss in a very general manner.  A fresh batch of Event Committee members will work on this and have a more finalized draft by the April meeting.  Maybe March, but someone else would have to present it.

ROUGH DRAFT of EVENTS
February 7 - Club Meeting 9:30am, Pickled Loon Saloon in Emily.
March 7 - Club Meeting 9:30am, Pickled Loon Saloon in Emily.
April 4 - Club Meeting 9:30am, Pickled Loon Saloon in Emily.
May 2 - Youth ATV Safety Training. Crooked Lake Town Hall in Outing. Morning session begins @ 8:30am.
Afternoon session begins @ 12:30pm.
May 3 - Sunday Edition Club Meeting, Little Emily Lake Park @ Noon. Possible Trail Maintenance Ride to follow (weather permitting).			
May 16 - ATV MN Ride & Roast.  OTHG guided ride starting in ?. Register here https://membership.atvmn.org/rideroast/
June 6 - Club Meeting 9:30am, Luscher’s Park in Outing. Adopt a Highway Clean-Up on Cass County Road 58 after the meeting.
June 13 - 24th Annual “PORK N RIDE” at the Pickled Loon Saloon in Emily, MN!
June 20 - Loony Off The Map Ride.  Starts at Pickled Loon Saloon.
July 11 - Club Meeting 9:30am, Pickled Loon Saloon in Emily.
July 18 - “Emily Day” Parade. ATV’s are welcome to join the club in the parade!
August 1 - Club Meeting 9:30am, Pickled Loon Saloon in Emily.
August 1 - Pizza Party Ride!!
August 8 - “Riding with Rory” Suicide Awareness/Prevention Ride.
August 15 - Lions Corn Feed at Pickled Loon in Emily. Volunteering event only.
September 5 - Club Meeting 9:30am, Pickled Loon Saloon in Emily.
September 12 - “Ladies Only Ride”!
September 19 - Northwoods ATV Trail Alliance “Jamboree”. Ride from Outing to Axtel ATV Park in McGregor.  
October 3 - “Autumn Log N Ride” at Pickled Loon Saloon in Emily.  
October 10 - 10th Annual “Exploring MN ATV Trails Ride” with Cuyuna Iron Range Riders. Hill City to Grand Rapids.  FALL COLOR RIDE!
October 31 - End of Season Club Meeting & Elections 10am, Fifty Lakes Bar and Bottle Shop. Informal HALOWEEN club ride to follow.
December 14 - “Getting Loose on the Moose” Campfire Crawl winter ATV ride on Moose River Trail. Pair with Firefighter event?	


10:00 – Merchandise – Rod W gave the update on merch.
-Kelsey volunteered to complete order fulfillment for any online sales.
-Merch Committee needs new volunteers.
-Merch balance at $2,125.76

10:04 – Website - Rod W gave the update on the website.
-We had 1200 visitors last month to our website.  This is lower than the summer average, but pretty good for winter.
-Kelsey has been making all the updates to the website since she was given access to the full editing suite.

10:06 – Facebook - Rod W gave the update on Facebook.
-6988 followers.  +172 since last October meeting.  Almost to a new milestone!

10:12 – Winter Riding - Rod W gave the update on winter riding.
-No grooming again this year.  The road and parking lot have been plowed by Ruyak at least once (before GLOTM).
-Rod needs to connect with a landowner to get permission to use a corner of his property for winter ATV access to Outing via Sunset Hill road and the A trail section up to the Wren Lake loop.

10:14 – Bylaws – Steve B read the changes proposed in October. Motion made by Rod W, 2nd by Melissa to approve the changes.
-Motion to approve the Bylaw changes proposed last October.

10:16 – Memberships – Had about 20 people help with stuffing membership letters.
-Membership mailing stuffing happening after the meeting this morning.

10:20 - Open Discussion
-Northern Off-Roads Expo happening April 10 & 11 in Brainerd.  Expo times are 11am to 8pm on 4/10, and 9am to 6pm on 4/11.  Only need one club member for 3 hours each shift. I will be at the expo both days for the entire open hours. I will have more details in March.

10:30 – Adjourn – Motion by Steve B, 2nd by Becky T to adjourn.
