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ATV Trails Close November 1st
The beautiful Autumn colors and the leaves falling from
the trees, signal the entrance of winter and the closing
of our ATV trails on November 1st. ATV trails and
routes on state forest lands are closed to ALL
recreational off-highway vehicle riding during firearms
deer season where deer may be taken by rifle. Many of
our trails are multi-use, which means snowmobiles use
many of these same trails in the winter beginning
December 1st. Even if there is no snow on a
snowmobile GIA trail, ATV's are prohibited from using.
See following article on legal Winter Riding
opportunities. (Picture by Kelsey Lampert)

Rod Wegner, OTHG Trail Coordinator, is an active member of the ATV MN Winter ATV
Riding Committee. The strategic plan of the All-Terrain Vehicle Association of Minnesota (a.k.a. ATV MN or
ATVAM) determined that Winter Riding is a critical issue of association members and needed proactive attention.
The growing popularity of ATV Recreation along with the growing presence of side x side style ATV’s with heated
cabs, has also grown the demand for year-round riding. The committee is led by ATV MN, 1st Vice-President,
Dave Clevenger, with a mission to advance winter ATV riding opportunities in Minnesota and to help educate the
public on where you can legally ride ATV’s during the winter months.
The committee first focused on documenting all the existing winter riding opportunities in
Minnesota and creating a means to distribute that information to the riding public. They looked at ATV trails that
were open year-round, and not shared with snowmobiles, as well as State and National Forest Roads allowing

ATV’s. Over 570 miles of trails, and over 1000 miles of State and National Forest Roads were identified for open
riding to ATV riders in the winter. Most of these miles are ungroomed, and some of them are “Dual Use”, which
means they share the same trail with snowmobilers. ATV MN met with the DNR and MNUSA (Minnesota United
Snowmobile Association) on multiple occasions to ensure all affected parties were made aware of the project,
and happy with the outcomes
.
To help educate the public on winter riding, the committee is creating a Winter ATV Riding EBook that will provide useful info, tips, and website links. The DNR is in the process of updating their “Winter
OHV Riding” web page, and have already updated their A-Z list of OHV trails with a “Winter” column so you can
sort the list to show all the winter riding trails on top, along with their mileage. Watch for the E-Book to be
released in early November. There is much more work to be done to continue looking at expanding riding
opportunities. One opportunity is to fund the plowing of parking lots and access roads to these winter trail areas,
and to possibly groom trails on heavy snow years. Attached are two links now, which riders can use to look for
winter ATV riding trails.
Winter OHV Page - https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/ohv/winter-ohv-riding-minnesota-trails-updates.html
A-Z list - https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/ohv/az.html

Polaris Donates $10,000 T.R.A.I.L.S Grant to OTHG ATV
Club
Minneapolis, Minn. (Oct. 23, 2020) – Deepening its commitment to providing support for the development and
improvements of trail systems throughout the United States, Polaris Inc. (NYSE: PII), the global leader in
powersports, today announced a total donation of $97,000 through its T.R.A.I.L.S Grants program. The grants are
awarded to off-road and all-terrain vehicles (ATV) organizations and are designated for use towards developing,
improving and expanding trails, and educating on ATV/ORV safety and riding.
Ten nonprofit organizations received a Fall 2020 T.R.A.I.L.S Grant, with awards ranging from $8,000 to $10,000.
The organizations will focus on a range of trail and rider safety activities, such as providing safety courses for youth
and adults, trail maintenance and repair, and improving signage and the development of a digital trail database. For
example, the Fall 2020 grant awarded to the Phoenix Children’s Hospital will fund ATV Rider Camps for youth
participants to learn about safe and responsible ATV use, including current and relevant traffic laws, responsible and
courteous rider behavior; injury prevention and how to obey the rules of the off road.
“Seeing the many ways the T.R.A.I.L.S Grant program is used to improve and enhance trail systems and promote
safety throughout the country is meaningful,” said Steven Menneto, president of Polaris Off-Road. “We are proud to
support these organizations as they improve the trail systems, promote safe riding practices and serve as stewards
within the community of off-road riding and beyond.”
The T.R.A.I.L.S Grants provide funding to national, state and local organizations in the United States to help support
the future of ATV and off-road riding. The program covers two main objectives: promoting safe and responsible
riding and supporting environmental preservations and trail access. Organizations can use funds from the grant to
increase and maintain land access through trail development, maintenance projects, safety and education initiatives
and other projects.
The Fall 2020 T.R.A.I.L.S Grant Recipients are:
•
Day Mountain Road Association (Avon, Maine)
•
Great Basin Institute (Reno, Nevada)
•
Kokopelli ATV Club (Mesquite, Nevada)
•
Nevada Outdoor School (Winnemucca, Nevada)

•
•
•
•
•
•

North Idaho ATV Association (Hayden, Idaho)
Over the Hills Gang ATV Club (Outing, Minnesota)
Phoenix Children’s Hospital Foundation (Phoenix, Arizona)
Trap Corner Ridge Riders (West Paris, Maine)
Uncompahgre Valley Trail Riders (Montrose, Colorado)
Wilderness Wheelers ATV Club (Bigfork, Minnesota)

We are thankful to Polaris Inc. for recognizing our clubs continued commitment to safe, sustainable, and fun ATV
Recreation. We will be applying the $10,000 T.R.A.I.L.S grant funds directly to the construction of the new Emily /
Blind Lake ATV Trail tentatively planned to open in September 2021.
Perry May, President Over the Hills Gang ATV Club

Autumn Log N' Ride 2020 a Success
Cool temperatures, a couple of snow showers, and periods of warm sunshine, provided a wonderful day of riding for
75 machines and the 120 people who took part in six different guided rides. The Log Cabin Bar hosted the event
complete with plenty of space to socially distance, and serve warm BBQ entree's provided by Bryan Swenson BSQ
Barbecue food truck. Each ride left from a different location, with pre-registration that limited ride participants to 25
people. Ride Leaders Rod Wegner, Steve Schwaab, Mike Devine, Jim Remington, Laurie Elsberry, and Perry May
each went a different direction on the trails and in total road over 200 miles. The highlight of the day was complete
with our Pork N Ride Raffle, which was postponed from June 6, with $2000 of cash prizes and $1100 of gift
certificates being handed out to 45 lucky winners. Congratulations to Julie Sewill for winning the Over the Hills Gang
ATV Club hand-knitted afghan by Roxi Labore and Meri Lysne, who also donated $1300 through a separate raffle for
this afghan. This event is our main fundraiser for the year, with approximately $7900 being raised through raffle ticket
sale net proceeds, donations, and clothing sales. Thank you to all who made this event so special and all of the riders
that came out to support our club and our trails.
Kelsey Lampert captured the sun peaking out during a stop on the Blind Lake ATV Connector Trail

Membership Renewals / Newsletter
Annual club memberships expire on July 31st. If you have not yet renewed, you can do so on our website
membership page, or by mailing a check ($30.00) to PO Box 40, Outing, MN 56662. Be sure to include, all
names and an email address.
All members that provide an email address should be getting our electronic newsletter on a monthly basis. If
you are not receiving a copy, just send an email to overthehillsgang@gmail.com and we will look into why you
are not receiving.
Many members are hesitant to join a club, or to get involved involved with club activities such as club rides,
trail work, or fundraising events. One of the best things your membership dues provide are needed funds to
maintain, improve, or build new Grant-In-Aid ATV Trails. Without your membership dues and donations, we
would not have ATV trails in Minnesota. Thank you for your continued support!

Your Picture Here
We are always in awe of the beautiful
photos club members capture while
out on our trails. Kelsey Lampert
captured this view of the beaver pond
that is next to our 200 ft. steel bridge
on the new Emily Blind Lake
Connector Trail. This is a beautiful trail
that is planned to open in September
2021. If you have a picture to share
that captures our trails in their
seasonal splendor, please send it to us
at overthehillsgang@gmail.comand we
will try to fit it in the next newsletter.
We are also working on a spot for a
selfie-station out on our trails, to
capture the many different riders from
all over MN and the US that come to
enjoy our trails.

ATV Safety Corner
As our cold weather sets in, please be
reminded that lakes /ponds /or river
ice is never 100% safe. A lighter class
1 ATV may need 5 inches of good ice
to ride on, where a heavier Class II
machine may need 7 inches or more.
Please be safe as you use your ATV's
to ice fish this year.

Upcoming 2020 /2021 Rides / Events:
October 31 - End of Year Club meeting,10 am, Pickled Loon, Emily MN. Table reserved for ten beginning at 9
am for those that want to have breakfast before meeting
February 27, 2021 - Polar Bear Ride (Snow Conditions may cause cancellation)
Next Club meeting February 6, 2021 (No Club meetings in November, December or January)
New Business Members
The OTHG ATV Club would like to welcome five new business members: Owls N' Things, Shadberry Liquor
Store, Brainerd Waterproofing, Progressive Forest Products LLC and Select Seamless Gutters LLC /
Crosslake. This brings are current number of Club Business Members to 49. We ask all of our members and
people who get our newsletter to patronize these businesses whenever possible. We could not have trails
without all of their continued support . A full list of our businesses can be found on our website
at www.overthehillsgang.org Thank You!

Your OTHG Club Officers
Perry May, President: ptmdmay@comcast.net (term expires July 31, 2022)
Lynn Remington, Vice President: l54rems@gmail.com (term expires July 31, 2021)
Laurie Elsberry, Secretary: laurieelsberry7@gmail.com (term expires July 31, 2022)
Jim Remington, Treasurer / Membership: jrems53@gmail.com (term expires July 31, 2021)
Mike Melberg, Trail Coordinator, Mike.melberg@gmail.com (term expires July 31, 2022)
Rod Wegner, Trail Coordinator /Social Media: hiker_rod@yahoo.com (term expires July 31, 2022)
David Thompson,Trail Coordinator: tamarackplace@yahoo.com (term expires July 31, 2021)
General Club Email: overthehillsgang@gmail.com
Mailing address
Over the Hills Gang
PO Box 40
Outing, MN. 56662

Proud to be an ATVAM Club
The Over the Hills Gang ATV Club is a proud member of The All-Terrain
Vehicle Association of Minnesota, "Your Voice for ATV Recreation in
Minnesota". Keep current with all of the MN ATV news happening across
Minnesota and how ATVAM is working for you. Join today
at www.atvam.org

